Together with

Y  AXC=NTIUM

NATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF ALLIED ARTS

pI'CSCIltS

2= WE KRE TRE WikD"

Literary Festival
2024 Syllabus

BUILDING THE ARTS

ENTRIES CLOSE: Wednesday 24 July 2024
(Office will remain open until 4pm on this day)
AWARDS CEREMONY: Saturday 12 October 2024 (by invitation only)
ENTRY FEES: USD 5 per entry
PAYMENTS: National Institute Of Allied Arts
CABS USD NOSTRO 1146616996
CABS ZWL 1002617219 (ARUNDEL)
Ecocash Merchant Number 314843

No ZWL payments accepted before 22nd July.

Call NIAA office for NIAA ZWL rate

(Send POP; state school name as reference/depositor)
Swipe available at NIAA office

NIAA Office: Flat A5 Northern Heights, 5 ) Tongogara Avenue, Harare
Office Hours: 9am - 12:30pm Mon - Fri (during term time)
Phone: 024-2702989; 024-2250921
Cell/whatsapp: 0778 457 773 Email: niaa@yoafrica.com
Website: www.niaazim.co.zw; Facebook: National Institute of Allied Arts Zimbabwe (NIAA); Instagram: niaazimbabwe

Official Media Partner

Milton Park Medical Centre



March 2024
Welcome to the 2024 NIAA Literary Festival.

We have had positive feedback on the new syllabus and will continue to develop and update it.

We’'re developing the syllabus to be more inclusive to different writing skills and generate more awareness of
different writing genres beyond the traditional fare of narrative and descriptive writing.

This is a process that takes time — but we’ve made a start by having a theme instead of set titles, which opens
the way to more varied creativity and interpretation; and by introducing new genres in keeping with modern
literary trends. We are keen for our entrants to explore different themes, topics and styles as well as alternative
genres. We would like to see them write beyond the realm of their own very personal experiences.

Last year we introduced Flash Fiction and Journalistic Writing as specific recognizable prose genres, and this year
we’re concentrating on those AS WELL AS narrative and descriptive writing. We hope that this will widen the
options for a larger number of young writers.

In the poetry section we’re encouraging young poets to extend beyond formal poetry and to explore informal
poetry genres — which, also, we hope will widen creativity and encourage a more varied approach to poetry.

We have slightly simplified the lower junior school syllabus to make it a little more manageable for younger
writers.

In addition, we would like to encourage 6™ form pupils who are not doing English as a subject to enter the festi-
val if they wish —the additional genres might appeal to some in the “non arts” community.

This year’s theme “We are the Wild” should engender some wide-ranging ideas and creative content, but be
aware that the pieces submitted should clearly relate to one genre and style. Ensure that the selected topics are
clearly labelled.

Please be sure to read the instructions carefully — and, above all, enjoy!

In the meantime, should you have any questions, queries or comments, do not hesitate to contact Literary
Committee via the NIAA Office niaa@yoafrica.com

Jacqui Grierson
Literary Festival Director
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Jection A: Primary vchool Prose

Grade Two

Title Code
121 The Magic Shoes
122 Two Little Birds

Grade Thr ee

Title Code
131 My Pet turned into a wild animal!
132 If | were a butterfly

Grade Four

Title Code

Include the following phrase in your piece: “.....and

141 suddenly | saw a floating bottle....”

142 Delicious Monster

S



Grade Five
Title Code
151 Invent an imaginary animal and write about it.
152 Write a fantasy story about a giraffe and a bird with at least
one human character.
153 Grandma’s Kitchen
Grade Si X
Title Code
161 Write a fantasy story about “The Sea”.
162 The Midnight Supermarket
163 If I Could Choose an Animal as a Best Friend
Grade Seven
Title Code
171 A Visit to a Game Park or Forest
The Big Brown Box.
Begin your story with: “When | opened the door there was a
172 . . . .
big brown box on the step with my name on it. Excitedly |
opened it and saw ...”
173 The Magic White Rabbit Costume




vection B Prisary dchool Poelry

Considering this year’s theme write a poem about a subject of your
choice

Hai ku Submissions:
3-4 HAIKU permitted, relating to theme and linked by topic to each other

POETRY
TITLE CODES
Grade 4 144
Grade 5 154
Grade 6 164
Grade 7 174

Please remember our Festival involves candidates and audiences of
all ages, backgrounds, religions and cultures, so care should be taken
that any material submitted should not cause offence or is
discriminatory in any way.

Any submission deemed to be discriminatory will be automatically
disqualified

All submissions should be age appropriate




dection G: Senior SchoollUpen Prose

Form One to Thr ee

Write a short piece of up to TWO (2) sides

Form Four to Six/ Open

Write a short piece of not exceeding FOUR (4) sides

FI ash Ficton Submissions

Length Guide: HALF (1/2) to ONE (1) side

Prose Guidelines (all for ms)
The piece should have a title.
The piece should be the writer’s own work and not previously published.
The piece should be written in English and any use of non-English words (if
absolutely necessary) should be underlined however a glossary will not be
necessary.
Normal spelling, grammar and punctuation conventions should be strictly
followed.




Jection b: denior SchioollUpen Poetry

Form One to Six/ Open

Write a poem of up to FIFTY (50) lines (No minimum number of lines)

Poetry Guidelines (all for ms)
The poem should have a title.
The poem should be the writer’s own work and not previously published.
The poem should be written in English.

vection & Senlor ochoollOpen Dramiatic Excerpt

Form Four to Six/ Open

Write a dramatic excerpt of not more than THREE (3) sides

Dramatc Excerp#d6Tli tl e Code:




PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE CORRECT TITLE CODE FOR CHOSEN GENRE IS RECORDED ON THE
ENTRY FORM—INCORRECT CODE/GENRE MATCH WILL RESULT IN A PENALTY

PROSE TITLE CODES
Jourrjallistic I.=Ia.s h Descriptive | Narrative | Fantasy
Writing Fiction
Form 1 211 212 213 214 215
Form 2 221 222 223 224 225
Form 3 231 232 233 234 235
Form 4 241 242 243 244 245
Form 6/0Open 261 262 263 264 265
FORMAL POETRY TITLE CODES
Ballad/ Blank
Narrative Sonnet Verse

Form 1 311 312 313

Form 2 321 322 323

Form 3 331 332 333

Form 4 341 342 343

Form 6/Open 361 362 363

INFORMAL POETRY TITLE CODES
Rap verse | postry | "k

Form 1 314 315 316 317
Form 2 324 325 326 327
Form 3 334 335 336 337
Form 4 344 345 346 347
Form 6/Open 364 365 366 367




PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

It is the responsibility of Heads of Schools to ensure that they and their
teachers have read and complied with the Literary festival regulations.

ENTRI ES:

1
f

Only five entries per grade/form per school are permitted.

If your school has multiple classes per grade/form, you may send per class, with a
maximum of 15 entries being acceptable, but please indicate this on email when
you submit your entry form.

Please do not exceed the maximum number of permitted entries.

All entries should have been written under teacher supervision in the classroom to
ensure originality. This rule applies to all grades/forms except 6th Form & open
category.

6th Form students may submit pieces written under “teacher guidance”

All work submitted must be hand-written. Typeset work will NOT be accepted.
Teachers should not mark pupils’ work but may give them guidance by pointing out
spelling and punctuation mistakes, encouraging the use of dictionaries, and getting
them to re-write and improve on their own, work which the teacher considers of
Festival standard.

NO candidate may enter more than ONE PROSE and ONE POETRY piece.

A second entry, in either prose or poetry, will not be graded.

NO SCANNED entry forms or scripts will be accepted. Please deliver to the NIAA
offices yourself, or via courier. Entry forms MUST be emailed in excel format

Sufcient tme for postng and/ or

de

Under nNo circumstances wi | | | at e




PEN NAMES:

1 Schools’ and pupils’ names must NOT appear on the actual entries, only grades/
forms and pen names

1 pen names MUST be used and should not exceed 12 characters

1 Choose simple pen names

1 Please do not use the same pen names for different pupils, even in the same
school

1 Put the following information in the top left hand corner of each script (not on a
separate page):

PROSE/POETRY/DRAMATIC EXCERPT
(whichever is applicable)

GRADE/FORM
TITLE CODE
TITLE

PEN NAME




ENTRY FORMS:
1 Please ONLY use this year’s excel entry form—one sheet for PROSE, one for POET-
RY and one for DRAMATIC EXCERPT
Please leave a line between each Grade/Form
No other entry forms will be accepted
Submit on email to niaa@yoafrica.com in excel format
Submit a hard copy with your entries
Please ensure that the Title code is entered on the entry form in the designated
column.

=A =4 =4 -4 =4

ENTRY FEE PAYMENTS:
1 Please note that all entries and payments must come through the school. We are
unable to accept individual payments.
1 Fee per entry will be USD $5.00 — please call the office cell on the day of payment
for the NIAA rate.
1 We will only be accepting payments from 17th July 2023

GRADES:

1 Awards will be made to the following standards:

| NDEMNI TY & DI SCLAI MER:

1 All entries and submissions that are accepted may be uploaded to the NIAA Face-
book page

1 Teachers should get permission/acceptance from parents and their school head
that they are aware of this exposure on social media.
Please submit the attached indemnity with your entries

1 NIAA will presume that this has been received for all candidates which they
receive entries/submissions for.

Please feel free to email us with any concerns you may have.
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LITERARY FESTIVAL 2024 INDEMNITY

R on behalf

....................................................................................................................... (School/Studio)
hereby undertake to ensure that:

1. All candidates entered have been advised of the rules under which they will submit
entries.

2. The markers’ and Festival’s decision is final and not open for discussion or appeal
under any circumstance.

Indemnity and Disclaimer

All submissions that are accepted and fall within the syllabus criteria may be uploaded
to the NIAA Website, Facebook page and YouTube Channel, or any other NIAA social
media site.

NIAA will assume that this is acceptable to the candidate/school/teacher unless a
written objection is received by our office.

(D F: | (R Signed: .o



